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COPIES “ of Memorandum made by the Reverend Daniel Dihoorth in the 
Chaplain's or other Book of the Fermoy Union Workhouse in the Month of 
January 1846, calling the Attention of the proper Authorities to an alleged 
Neglect of the Paupers then sick in the Hospital of said Workhouse 
“ Of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of said Union with 
reference to the Memorandum aforesaid 

Of Minutes of Evidence taken by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
on the occasion of an Inquiry held by Order of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners into such alleged Neglect of the Sick Paupers 
“ Of Correspondence between the Poor Law Commissioners and the Medical 
Officer of the Fermoy Union Workhouse relative to said Inquiry 
“ Of Correspondence between the Poor Law Commissioners and the 
Reverend Daniel Dilworth, on the same Subject 

“ Of any Order, Minute or Decision made by the Poor Law Commissioners 
on the Subject-matter of said Inquiry.” 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
6 May 1846. 
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ARTHUR MOORE, 

Chief Clerk. 



(Mr. John O'Connell.) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed , 
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FERMOY UNION. 



I. — Memorandum by the Rev. Daniel Dilworth. 



Copy of Memorandum entered in the Chaplain’s Book by the Rev. D. Dilworth, 
on the 14th January 1846. 

The Rev. D. Dilworth called to see a woman in the fever hospital, whom he 
attended yesterday. Rev. D. Dilworth is at length, though reluctantly, com- 
pelled to draw the attention of the Assistant Commissioner, or any other compe- 
tent authority, to what appears to Mr. Dilworth a shameful and systematic 
neglect of the sick in hospital, particularly the fever patients. It is an absolute 
fact, that over 20 people in fever in the Fermoy workhouse have not been 
visited by a doctor or apothecary since Sunday la 3 t. This is a system of treat- 
ment that will reflect great credit on the authorities of the workhouse. 



II. — Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians with reference to the 
Memorandum aforesaid. 



Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians of 14 January 1846. No. 1282, D/46. 

The chairman having read from the chaplain’s book the following notice — 

(namely, Entry in Chaplain’s Book, No. I., in this Return) : — 

Resolved, — That we feel it our bounden duty to declare that the charge made 
against the doctor in the chaplain’s book by the Rev. D. Dilworth, of having 
neglected to visit the patients in the fever hospital from Sunday the 11 th 
instant to Wednesday the 14th, has been fully proved ; that we have found 
numerous irregularities in the entries in the register of sickness and prescription 
book; and that on Tuesday the 13th instant, although a patient in fever had 
been the day before admitted, and that the doctor himself came to the hospital, 
he never visited the fever hospital at all ; and that, under all the circumstances 
of the case, we call on the Poor Law Commissioners for a full and fair in- 
vestigation. 

It was proposed by Mr. O’Connell, and seconded by Mr. O’Sullivan, that 
Anne Murphy, the hospital nurse, be dismissed, she having been repeatedly 
guilty of prevarication, and, in many instances, of falsehood ; and that the clerk 
do advertise for tenders from competent persons willing to undertake her 
situation. The appointment to take place on this day week. 

The motion was passed from the chair, and was unanimously agreed to. 



III. — Minutes of Evidence taken by the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner 
on the occasion of an Inquiry held by Order of the Poor Law Commissioners 
into the alleged Neglect of the Sick Paupers. 



Minutes of Inquiry held on Tuesday the 27th January 1846, before 
Joseph Burke, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Commenced at 12 o’clock. 

Read the following documents : — 

Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners and Enclosures, dated 19 January 
1846 (No. 1282, D/46), addressed to Joseph Burke, Esq., Assistant Poor Law 
Commissioner, on the subject of the inquiry. 

Sir, Kanturk, 19 January 1846. 

In reference to the resolution on the minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of the Fermoy Union of the 14th instant, relating to irregularities 
294 . a 2 said 
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saw her the night before, and deponent told the other nurse-tenders that Mrs. 
Brady was not as bad as she pretended to be, and that she had no occasion to 
send for a priest ; Mrs. Brady was in fever ; deponent was in the habit of 
attending the male fever patients ; 1 2 was the greatest number they had ; 
deponent swears, that from Christmas until the day referred to, on which the 
Rev. Mr. Dilworth visited the hospital, the doctor was not without visiting the 
hospital for two days running ; the doctor was not with the fever patients on 
the day Mr. Dilworth was there, although the doctor was in the other parts of 
the hospital on that day ; the doctor was not in the hospital at all on the day 
before ; the doctor was there on the Sunday, and with the fever patients ; the 
doctor did not feel their pulse on that day, but told them to put out their 
tongue ; the patients said they were better ; there were eight patients, of whom 
three were in bed ; on the Tuesday the doctor asked deponent how the three 
who were in bed were, and deponent said they were finely, and eating their 
victuals ; the doctor did not visit any of the rooms in the hospital on that day ; 
deponent believes there were 16 or 17 men, besides children that are not 
counted, in the hospital on that day; of the 16 or 17 men there were about 
seven confined to bed ; those seven were not of course visited by the doctor on 
that day ; on the next day (Wednesday) the doctor visited all the wards, 
including the fever wards ; from Sunday to Wednesday the patients in the 
hospital were not visited by the doctor; the doctor was never. absent for two 
days running from the fever wards to deponent’s knowledge, except on the 
occasions referred to ; the doctor was absent from the hospital for three days at 
Christmas, when Mr. O’Connor attended for him ; Mr. O’Connor, on this occa- 
sion, did not go round the hospital or see the patients, but remained in the 
surgery, where he always stops when he comes to the hospital ; but deponent 
states, that if Mr. O’Connor had been called on, he would have gone to see a 
patient ; thinks there were five or six in the fever wards at Christmas ; no one 
saw them on the three days that the doctor was absent; these five or six were 
all nearly well ; Pat Hennessy came into the hospital on Saturday the 10th 
January ; the doctor saw him on that day and the day following, but did not 
see him on Monday or Tuesday ; the man died on Tuesday night ; the apothe- 
cary did not see him on Monday or Tuesday ; the doctor said, when the man 
was admitted, that he was dying ; Hennessy, on being admitted into the work- 
house, was sent at once to the hospital ; deponent gave Hennessy some pepper- 
mint water ; she was not directed to do so ; recollects Con Rowan coming into 
the hospital at the time the doctor was away ; Rowan came in about four o’clock 
in the evening, and died at about ll o’clock next morning; the doctor or 
apothecary did not see Rowan before he died ; the doctor often made up medi- 
cine without entering it on the book ; cannot say if the doctor made up medicine 
for Hennessy ; the doctor is in the habit of feeling the pulse of patients when ■ 
he finds them very bad; does not think the doctor is in the habit of pre- 
scribing for patients without asking them questions; deponent had always 
orders from the doctor to send for Mr. O’Connor, the apothecary, or for the 
doctor’s uncle, Dr. O’Neill, of Fermoy, in the doctor’s absence ; never sent for 
Dr. O’Neill ; there was no doctor visited the patients during the three days 
that Dr. O’Neill was absent at Christmas ; Mr. O’Connor, the apothecary, was 
there, but he did not visit the patients ; deponent recollects, on one occasion 
about three years ago, that a man in hospital objected against the meat, and 
deponent having told the matron, the latter went into the surgery, and the man’s 
meat was knocked off. 

her 

Anne x Murphy. 

mark. 

Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, being first read over to 
deponent, T , ~ 7 

Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 

The examination of Sarah Gallagher , who, being duly sworn, saith, that she 
has been a nurse-tender in the hospital for a year and nearly three months ; left 
about a month ago ; was in the habit of attending the fever patients ; recollects 
about Christmas the doctor being absent on Christmas-day and St. Stephen’s- 
day, and on going away the doctor directed deponent, if there was a bad case, 
to send for his uncle, Dr. John O’Neill; to the best of deponent’s belief there 

2 9l* A 3 were 
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were 12 or 14 fever patients then in the ward ; they were visited by the doctor on 
the day before Christmas-day ; they were not visited on Christmas-day or St. 
Stephen’s-day, but on the day after the doctor returned and visited them ; Mr. 
O’Connor, the apothecary, did not see the fever patients on those two days, but 
he gave deponent the medicine for them which the doctor ordered on these 
two days ; the doctor was in the habit of going to the fever wards every day , 
except on a very odd day; never knew the doctor to be absent for two days 
running during the time deponent was in the hospital, except on the occasion 
deponent mentions at Christmas ; the doctor always asked the patients in the 
fever wards how they were, and made them put out their tongue ; often saw the 
doctor feel the pulse of persons in fever ; on two occasions deponent sent for 
Dr. John O’Neill; these occasions were long before Christmas; recollects 
Peggy Foley being in the hospital on the 27th December; she w r as brought to 
bed on Christmas morning ; deponent attended her ; she had no doctor with 
her; Peggy Foley was safely delivered of a still-born child by deponent; in the 
course of two or three days Peggy Foley got inflammation of the bowels ; Dr. 
O’Neill saw her on the day he came home, the 27th, and prescribed for her on 
that day ; the woman died in the course of about three weeks after ; deponent is 
not a professed midwife; since deponent came to the hospital she has been in 
the habit of attending women in their lying-in, except in bad cases, where the 
doctor attends ; is not sure if the doctor saw Peggy Foley on the day of her 
death ; it was Peggy Foley’s first child ; she appeared quite well on the 25th and 
26th, but was weak; on the 27th Dr. O’Neill gave deponent medicine for 
Peggy Foley that he did not wait to prescribe ; when the doctor saw a patient 
weak, he made up medicine at once without waiting to enter it in the book ; 
deponent recollects a case of lying-in, in which Dr. O’Neill has called in the 
assistance of Dr. Drew, and a third physician had also to be called in by 
him. ’ 

her 

Sarah x Gallagher. 

mark. 

Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, having been first read to 
deponent, Joseph Burke , 

Assistant Commissioner. 

The examination of Mary Cotter , who, being duly sworn, saith, that she has 
been nurse-tender in the hospital for nearly three weeks; recollects sending for 
Father Dilworth on this day fortnight to attend Mrs. Brady, a patient then in 
the fever hospital ; the doctor did not see any of the patients in the fever ward 
from Sunday until Wednesday; the doctor was in the hospital on Tuesday, but 
did not come to the fever ward ; the doctor on Tuesday asked how the fever 
patients were, and deponent said they were all recovering ; recollects Peggy 
Foley, who is now dead ; she got wine by order of the doctor ; after her death 
deponent gave some of the wine to Mrs. Brady ; the doctor did not tell her, but 
the nurse-tender who was in before her told her to give it ; told a different story 
to the Board of Guardians the other day ; saw the doctor go to the fever patients 
and ask them how they were, but not feel their pulse. 

her 

Mary x Cotter. 
mark. 

Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, having been first read to 
deponent, r , „ , 

1 Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 

The examination of David O'Connor, who, being duly sworn, saith, that he 
has been apothecary to the workhouse since its opening ; attends to compound 
the medicine ; never visits the fever wards ; sometimes goes to a ward near the 
surgery; deponent does not feel that he is bound to attend the wards; recol- 
lects Monday the 12th January; did not attend the hospital for or on behalf of 
the doctor on that day ; the doctor was not in the hospital on that day. (The pre- 
scription book being produced to witness, with a number of prescriptions, dated 
12 January 1846), deponent states, that the date must be incorrect, as he made 
up no' prescriptions on Monday the 12th January; thinks it was on Tuesday the 

13 th 
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13th that he made up the prescriptions which are dated the 12 th ; deponent refers 
to the prescription book, and finds that there were no prescriptions given by the 
doctor from the 24th to 29th December ; this was the time the doctor was absent ; 
there was no other doctor attended during that time to see after the patients, 
and deponent did not feel bound to visit them ; does not recollect ever being 
asked by the doctor to visit the wards ; witness was also under the impression 
that he was not obliged to visit the wards of the hospital ; the doctor sometimes 
asked him to do duty for him, but witness never supposed this to mean visiting 
the wards ; sometimes has a qualified person to act for him ; what witness always 
supposed to be doing duty for the doctor was merely prescribing and attending 
to the dispensary patients, but not visiting the wards. 

(signed) David O'Connor , 

Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, 

Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 

The clerk produced the minute book, by which it appeared that the number 
in hospital for the week ended 27th January 1846, was — - 

In workhouse hospital ------ 49 

In fever wards -------- 21 



70 



The examination of the Rev. Maurice Atkin Collis, who, being duly sworn, 
saith, that he is curate to the Rev. James White, Protestant chaplain of the 
workhouse, for whom deponent generally acts in the workhouse ; has no com- 
plaint to make of the doctor on any occasion ; that deponent called on him in 
the workhouse; the doctor was always ready to attend; the instances were not 
numerous. 

(signed) M. Atkin Collis. 

Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, 

Joseph Burke , 

Assistant Commissioner. 



The examination of Richard Kellett, who, being duly sworn, saith, that for 
over four years he has been an inmate of the workhouse ; in July and August 
1844, was for 10 weeks in the hospital; never saw the doctor but once during 
that time ; there were two or three little boys and a man named Frank Leahy, 
who is not now in the house, with him in the ward ; the little boys and Leahy 
used to go to the surgery, where the doctor saw them, but deponent was not able 
to go, being confined to bed off and on ; did not go like the boys or Leahy to the 
surgery to the doctor, not thinking it his duty, as deponent considered the doc- 
tor should come to see him, and deponent was not asked to go ; deponent never 
made a complaint to the guardians, nor never intended to do so, but told the master 
since he got well, but not as a matter of complaint ; deponent thinks he was 
badly treated ; was blistered five times during his time in hospital ; they were 
brought to deponent, and put on by Leahy. 

(signed) Richard Kellett. 



Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, having been first read to 
deponent. 



Joseph Burke , 

Assistant Commissioner. 



The examination of Margaret Hanifan, a pauper inmate of the workhouse, who, 
being duly sworn, saith, she has been in the workhouse almost since its opening ; 
deponent has been off and on in the hospital during that time, being out of her 
health ; was for a; week in the hospital without speaking to the doctor, because 
the medicine she got would hold for a week, and the doctor every time he came 
used to ask her if she required any thing, and if she did, he ordered it ; did not 
at .all think herself neglected while in the hospital ; the doctor was anxious for 
294. a 4 her 
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her recovery, and ordered every thing for her ; never was neglected while in 
the hospital ; was for weeks in the hospital without taking medicine, although 
ill ; it was her own wish not to take the medicine. 

her 

Margaret x Hanifan. 

mark. 



Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, having been first read to 
deponent, 



Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 



The examination of William O’Connell, who, being duly sworn, saith, that he 
is a guardian of the Fermoy Union, and attended as such at a meeting of the 
Board on Monday the 14th instant, when an inquiry having taken place about 
some irregularities said to exist in the hospital, deponent heard the doctor 
acknowledge that he did not feel the pulse of some one patient for the time 
she had been in the hospital, as he said he did not consider it necessary. 

(signed) William O'Connell. 

Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, 

Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 

The doctor stated, with respect to Abbey Gleeson, who was a dropsical 
patient, and who was placed in the convalescent fever ward, that she was at- 
tended to, and received medicine from his, the doctor’s, own hands. 

On referring to the doctor s book, it appeared that Abbey Gleeson was admitted 
on the loth, and discharged on the 14th instant. 



The examination of Sarah Gallagher , who, being re-sworn, saith, that she 
recollects Abbey Gleeson coming into the hospital on Thursday evening, and 
the doctor saw her on the next day, Friday, on which day the doctor examined 
her, and ordered her two powders; on Friday she did not take the powders, as 
she said she could not take them on her drink, but would wait until her 
mother would come and give them to her on sugar; the other nurse offered her 
sugar, hut she would not take it from her; on Saturday the doctor saw her and 
examined her m the bed ; the doctor attended on Sunday, and asked how she 
was ; but deponent did not attend after ; the new nurse was in the house at the 
time the doctor offered the powders to her, which she refused, as she said her 
mother would come up and give them to her; deponent had resigned her 
situation at this time, but was told to instruct the new nurse. 

her 

Sarah x Gallagher. 
mark. 

SW deponent ie ^ ^ ^ January 1846 ’ havin g been first read to 

Joseph Burke , 

Assistant Commissioner. 

The examination of Peggy Sullivan, who, being duly sworn, saith, that she 
has been m the workhouse for nearly six weeks, all which time she was in the 
fever ward; has no complaint to make; was well attended during that time by 
the doctor ; as far as deponent understands, every attention was paid by the 
doctor to the i pa bents ; was in the ward when Mrs! Brady was ; saw the docte 
talk to Mrs. Brady every time he went into the ward; but Mrs. Brady used to 
pretend to be asleep most of the time, and would make no answer tL doctor 
uever felt deponent s pulse while she was in the hospital. 

her 

> Margaret x Sullivan. 

SW dep a on b en f r ” e 1846> Imvin S **d to 

Joseph Burke , 

Assistant Commissioner. 

The 
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The examination of John Curtin, master of the workhouse, who, being dulv 
sworn, saith, that a messenger was sent by the Rev. Mr. Dilworth to depo- 
nent on the morning of the 15th instant, telling deponent to take down the 
names of the people in both hospitals, men, women and children, on that day ; 
deponent could not then attend to it, and deponent ordered a pauper, who made 
out a list accordingly, which list deponent produced ; after deponent returned 
from the court-house, where he went to get a summons, the pauper gave depo- 
nent the list, and deponent went to the hospital, and found some children that 
were not taken on the list, which deponent added ; recollects sending frequently 
for Dr. O’Neill, of Fermoy, the uncle of the doctor, in the absence of the 
latter ; Dr. Garde has also been sent for in the doctor’s absence. 

(signed) John Curtin. 

Sworn before me this 27th day of January 1846, 

Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 



The Reverend Mr. Dilworth stated, that a witness named Abigail Gleeson 
was lying ill at a lodging in the town, and unable to come to the workhouse. 
Mr. Burke, accompanied by the clerk of the Union, Rev. Mr. Dilworth, Dr. 
O’Neill, &c., proceeded to her lodgings, and took her evidence. 



The examination of Abigail Gleeson, who, being duly sworn, saith, that she 
was in the hospital of the workhouse for about a week ; left it about a fortnight 
ago; she left it because she was getting no care there, and because her mother 
was not left along with her; she was in the farthest up room, where the sick 
people were, that is, the people who had the fever ; there were two women who 
were bad, but the rest were well ; the doctor gave her two powders ; deponent 
came to the hospital on Thursday, and on Friday the doctor came to her ; after 
which the nurse came with two powders, which she said the doctor ordered 
for. her, but the nurse did not tell her how to take them until deponent’s 
mother came next day, and gave deponent one of the powders, and she took the 
other next morning herself; did not afterwards see the doctor until Wednesday, 
when the doctor said she was getting better, and her mother said she was going 
to bring her home, which she did. The doctor never handed her any medicine, 
or directed her to take medicine. 

her 

Abigail x Gleeson. 
mark. 



Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, having been first read 
deponent, 



Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 



to 



The examination of Ellen Gleeson, who, being duly sworn, saith, that she is 
the mother of Abigail Gleeson ; about three weeks ago deponent and her 
daughter were admitted into the workhouse ; on Thursday evening last her 
daughter was put in the fever ward, and that was the reason she took her out 
of the hospital ; her daughter wished to have deponent with her in the hospital, 
but she was not allowed ; saw her daughter every day but Sunday, as the doctor 
used to let her up ; deponent saw two powders with her daughter on Friday, 
and gave her one of the powders with some sugar, and left her some sugar to 
take with the other next day; her daughter was from Saturday to Wednesday 
without seeing the doctor ; deponent would not stop with her in the part of the 
hospital her daughter was in ; took her daughter away on Wednesday. 

her 

Ellen x Gleeson. 

mark. 



Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, having been first read to 
deponent, 

Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 



294. 
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Page 10 . Paper marked (C.), List of persons in hospital on 14th January 1846, as 

given in by master. 

Page ii. Paper marked (D.), List of persons in hospital on 14th January 1846, as 
given in by doctor. 

Dr. O’Neill states that he attended the workhouse on Sunday the 11th of 
January ; that he went to Mitchelstown on that day ; on the day after, being un- 
well, he remained at Mitchelstown, and returned on Tuesday the 13th, when he 
attended at the workhouse. 

With respect to the days he was absent at Christmas, the doctor states having 
gone to his father, and always left directions to have his uncle, Dr. O’Neill, 
of Fermoy, or the apothecary, sent for in his absence. 

The inquiry terminated at past eight o’clock, p. m., having lasted eight hours. 



Papers annexed to foregoing Minutes of Evidence. 

(A.) 

List of persons noticed by me to appear before Joseph Burke, Esq., Assistant 
Poor Law Commissioner, on Tuesday the 27th instant, to give evidence on the 
inquiry into the alleged neglect of the patients in the fever ward. 

Names of Parties. 

Eugene O’Neill, physician to the workhouse. 

David O’Connor, apothecary - ditto. 

The Rev. D. Dil worth. 

Anne Murphv, late hospital nurse. 

And all the Guardians. 

F. Johnson, 

27 January 1846. Clerk to the Guardians. 

(B.) 

The Following are the names of the members of the Board of Guardians of 
the Fermoy Union, present at an investigation held before Joseph Burke, Esq., 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, on Tuesday the 27th January 1846. 



Names of Guardians. 



The Earl of Mount Cashel, 
Matthew Hendley, 
Laurence Corbar, 

Michael Mackey, 

Dr. Eugene O’Neill, 

John Kerley, 

William O’Connell, 


Richard Carroll, 
William Evans, 
Dr. John O’Neill, 
John Lomasney, 
Thomas Perrott, 
John Roche, 
Garrett Verling, 


Thomas Quinlaw, 
Captain Carey, 
William O’Leary, 
St. John Thornill, 
Edmond Marrogh, 
Captain Collis, 
Eugene O’Neill. 




(C.) 




Names of Men and Boys 


in Hospital on the morning of 14th January 1846 . 


Pierce Whelam, 
David Barrett, 
David Hore, 

John Kerley, 
Timothy Malony, 
John Toohill, 
Thomas Connors, 
Maurice Lynch, 


Denis Hurley, 
Joseph Barnes, 
Edmond Barry, 
James O’Neill, 
Richard Morryson, 
Thomas Maher, 
Thomas Baylor, 


James Barry, 

James Toohill, 

John Farrell, 

John Brown, 

Dennis Connell, 

John Carroll, 

Maurice Cantly - 22: 




Boys. 




James Kebher, 
Thomas Quinn, 
Patrick Halloran, 
Terence Butler, 


Moses Sheehan, 
William Moylan, 
James Casey, 
William. Barry, , 


Denis Horrigan, 

Edward Wallace, 
William Lomosney, 
John M'Donnell - li* 



Women’s 
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Catherine Dwyer, 
Jane Baylor, 

Ellen Walsh, 

Ellen Buckley, 
Ilonora Horrigan, 
Julia Gray don, 
Ellen Collins, 
Catherine Murphy, 
Ellen Barry, 
Margaret Hegarty, 



Mary Maguier, 
Honora Maguier, 
Bridget Maguier, 
Anne Maguier, 



Women’s Hospital. 

Catherine Pyme, 
Ellen Mulane, 

Eliza Wallace, 
Margaret Barry, 
Anne Vessy, 

Bridget Curtin, 

Ellen Brady, 



Margaret Sullivan, 
Mary Brady, 

Girls. 

Julia Donovan, 
Mary Mehigan, 
Mary Corcory, 
Margaret Cromie, 



Catherine Gunivan, 
Ellen Connell, 
Ellen Broderick, 
Ellen M'Carthy, 
Johanna Connell, 
Honora Walsh, 
Johanna Nagle, 
Sarah Galliher, 
Abbey Gleeson 



Catherine Connery, 
Mary Hennessy, 

Julia Cotier, 

Ellen Maguier - 12 



Infants. 



Margaret Buckley, 



James Horrigan - - - - - 2 



Total 8 

This List is correct, and was taken by me on the 15th January 1846, 

(signed) John Curtin. 
(D.) 

' Patients in Hospital on 14th January. 



1. Patt Hennessy. 


14. John Tarrell. 


27. 


2. John Carroll. 


15. Ellen Collins. 


28. 


3. Michael Buckley. 


16. Maurice M'Carthy. 


29. 


4. Margaret Hagerty. 


17. Patt Horahan. 


30. 


5. Ellen Connell. 


18. John Moher. 


31. 


6. Kitty Dunne. 


19. Kitty Murphy. 


32. 


7. Bess Brady. 


20. John Kirby. 


33. 


8. Kitty Carmary. 


21. Ellen Brophy. 


34. 


9. Bess Dunn. 


22. John Brown. 


35. 


10. Bridget Cartin. 


23. Peggy Sullivan. 


36. 


11. Abbey Gleeson. 


24. James Hurley. 


37. 


12. David Hoar. 


25. Edward Barry. 




13. James Tohill. 


26. Richard Morrisson. 





Denis Whelan, 
(signed) E. O'N. 

List handed in by the doctor of patients iri hospital, on 14th January 1846. 

J. B. 

The doctor states this to be the number authorized by him to be in the 
hospital. 

J. B. 

(E.) 

Certificate handed in by 'the Rev. Mr. O’Donovan, c. c. 

Since the opening of the Fermoy workhouse, I have been uninterruptedly 
connected with it as assistant Roman Catholic chaplain ; my visits to every 
department of it, more particularly to the hospitals, have been frequent, some- 
times twice in the same day ; and I do hereby declare, that I cannot tax my 
memory with a single instance in which the medical officer neglected the dis- 
charge of his duties. With the merits of the present investigation I have 



charg< 

nothing to do 

Fermoy, 27 January 1846. 



(signed) 



estigation 
M. O' Donovan, c.c. 
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE TREATMENT OF 



No. 2271, D/46. 



No. 2335, D/46. 



No. 2335, D/46. 



IV. — Correspondence between the Poor Law Commissioners and the Medical 
Officer of the Workhouse, and between the Commissioners and the Rev. 
D. Dilworth, relative to the subject of the Inquiry. 



No. 1 . — Letter from the Medical Officer of the Workhouse to the 
Commissioners, 28 January 1846, 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 28 January 1846. 

In reference to the inquiry at the workhouse at Fermoy, on yesterday, 
touching charges of neglect of duty, I beg to state, if it meets your approbation, 
I would feel pleased that the case, Margaret Foley, may be referred to any 
tribunal of competent medical practitioners, as on reflection it appears to me to 
require explanation, which in the hurry of yesterday escaped my notice. 

I have, &c. 

Eugene O'Neill, 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Medical Officer. 



No. 2. — Letter from the Rev. D. Dilworth to the Commissioners, 

29 January 1846. 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 29 January 1846. 

It is to me a painful duty to be obliged to address you on the conduct of the 
medical officer of the Fermoy Union workhouse, particularly pending the 
investigation that has been instituted this week. 

I know and feel the thankless and ungracious position I place myself in by 
advocating the cause of the poor and destitute, when such advocacy conflicts 
with the interests of those very much their superiors ; such a cause I would be 
as much inclined to avoid as any other person, if by doing so I could only 
persuade myself I was not wanting in a serious and important duty. 

Not to delay you by any statements of mine, I will at once, and briefly, lay 
before you the subject of the present complaint. On yesterday I was called on 
about four o’clock, p. m., to administer the comforts of religion to an inmate of 
the Fermoy workhouse hospital ; the case was so urgent, I was told I had not a 
moment to lose ; on reaching the workhouse I found the person so bad that I 
thought she would have expired before I could possibly perform my duty in her 
regard ; I inquired whether the medical officer was sent for ; I was answered in 
the affirmative, but that he could not attend because he was gone to Mitchels- 
town, and his quasi-deputy was out of town, and would not return that night. 

Having left matters in that satisfactory state last night, I went to the work- 
house this morning, at 11 o’clock, a. m. ; I found the patient lingering still, but 
unvisited by any physician ; I called on the master and requested of him to 
despatch a messenger for the medical officer ; on the return of the messenger his 
answer was, “ The doctor is not at home ; he did not come back from Mitchels- 
town yet.” 

I take the liberty of submitting this case to you, in the first instance, without 
note or comment, merely asking whether a public officer, paid by the public 
money, be allowed to play such pranks in the face of high heaven, at the 
expense of the destitute poor and sick of this Union ? 

I remain, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. D. Dilworth, c. v. 



No. 3.— Communication from the Commissioners to the Medical Officer of the 
Workhouse, 5 February 1846 ; with Five Enclosures. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
® ir » 5 February 1846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you herewith a 
copy of a letter which they have received from the Rev. D. Dilworth, containing 
a further complaint of your conduct in omitting to attend a sick person in the 
hospital of the workhouse of the Fermoy Union, whom that gentleman was 
called upon to visit, in his clerical capacity, on the 28th ultimo ; and I am to 

request 
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request that you ■will have the goodness to furnish the Commissioners with any 
explanation you may desire to offer of the circumstances referred to in the 
Rev. Mr. Dilworth’s communication. 

I am, at the same time, to forward extracts from the evidence taken before 
Mr. Burke, Assistant Commissioner, on the 27th ultimo, relating to the case of 
a person named Brady, and of a woman named Peggy Foley, who died after her 
confinement in the workhouse ; and as to the case of a man named Patrick 
Hennessy, and the case of a person named Rowan. 

The Commissioners request your explanation of the circumstances therein 
referred to, inasmuch as they appear to them very materially to affect your 
conduct as medical officer of the Union. 

I have, &c. 

Eugene O’Neill, Esq. ' A. Moore, 

Medical Officer of the Workhouse Chief Clerk, 

of the Fermoy Union. 

Enclosures in foregoing Letter. 



Enclosure 1. — Copy of Letter from the Rev. D. Dilworth, dated 
29 January 1846 : ante, No. 2. 

Enclosure 2. — Extracts from the Evidence of Mary Cotter. 

Recollects sending for Father Dilworth, on this day fortnight, to attend 
Mrs. Brady, a patient then in the fever hospital ; the doctor did not see any of 
the patients in the fever ward from Sunday until Wednesday ; the doctor was 
in the hospital on Tuesday, but did not come to the fever ward. 

Enclosure 3. — Extract from the Evidence of the Rev. D. Dilworth. 

Was called on Sunday, the 13th instant, to attend a patient in the fever ward 
of the hospital ; on proceeding to the fever ward, he found so many in it, that 
he had to order the patient whom he, deponent, was called to attend to be taken 
out of it. After having attended to the patient referred to, deponent, on making 
inquiry, learned that this woman was not visited by the doctor since the pre- 
vious Sunday ; and she stated that the doctor never spoke to her, although she 
was three weeks in the hospital. 

Enclosure 4. — Extracts from the Evidence of Sarah Gallagher. « • 

Recollects Peggy Foley being in the hospital on the 27th December; she 
was brought to bed on Christmas morning ; deponent attended her ; she had no 
doctor with her ; Peggy Foley was safely delivered of a still-born child by 
deponent ; in the course of two or three days, Peggy Foley got inflammation of 
the bowels ; Dr. O’Neill saw her on the day he came home, the 27th, and pre- 
scribed for her on that day ; the woman died in the course of about three weeks 
after. 

Js not sure if the doctor saw Peggy Foley on the day of her death ; it was 
Peggy Foley’s first child ; she appeared quite well on the 25th and 26th, but 
was weak; on the 27th, Dr. O’Neill gave deponent medicine for Peggy Foley ; 
that he did not wait to prescribe. 

Enclosure 5. — Extracts from the Evidence of Anne Murphy. 

Pat. Hennessy came into the hospital on Saturday, the 10 th January ; the 
doctor saw him on that, day and the day following, but did not see him on 
Monday or Tuesday ; the man died on Tuesday night ; the apothecary did not 
see him on Monday or Tuesday ; the doctor said, when the man was admitted, 
that he was dying ; Hennessy, on being admitted into the workhouse, was sent 
at once to the hospital. 

Recollects Con Rowan coming into the hospital at the time the doctor was 
away ; Rowan came in about four o’clock in the evening, and died at about 
11 o’clock next morning; the doctor or apothecary did not see Rowan before 
he died. ' 



294 - 



No. 4. 
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No. 4. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. D. Dilworth , 

5 February 1846. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 5 February 1846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 29th ultimo, relating to the case of an inmate of the hospital 
of the workhouse of the Fermoy Union, whom you were called upon to visit on 
the 28th ultimo ; and lam to state that the medical officer has been called upon 
to explain his conduct in reference to the circumstances adverted to in your 
letter. 



The Rev. D. Dilworth, 
Fermoy. 



I have, &c. 

A. Moore , 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 2903, D/46. No - —Communication from the Medical Officer of the Workhouse to the 
Commissionere, dated 7 February 1846 ; with Five Enclosures. 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 7 February 1846. 

I beg to forward you answers to your different queries. The last charge 
brought against me by the Rev. Mr. Dilworth was minutely investigated by the 
Board of Guardians on Wednesday last; to the conclusion arrived at, I beg to 
6^ r “ er y° u ,0 tlle minutes of that day’s proceedings. It may be well to state in 
rji— addition to what appears on the book, that the nurse-tender, on beino- asked 
b J ‘he Rev. Mr. Dilworth, on the day in which he wrote to yon, how Mrs. Lane 
the patient was ; replied, she had slept well, and eat a hearty breakfast. On the 
evening of her admission, Mr. O’Connor, the apothecary, saw her, and did not deem 
it necessary to order her any medicine; I saw her on the following day, at half-past 
1 1 o clock a . and did not consider her ill, nor was there any necessity for me 
to prescribe for her then, nor since. I attended at the workhouse on Wednesday 
the 4th, from 11 o’clock, a. m„ to three o’clock, r. u., the day of this woman’s 
admission, and went m the evening to Mitchelstown for the twofold purpose 
of assisting my father, who is a medical gentleman, in a surgical case, and 
consulting him as to the propriety of writing to you touching the case of Peggy 
Foley. 1 beg further to state, that eight of the guardians who attended & 
investigation before the Assistant Commissioner were in attendance on Wed 
nesday last, seven of whom, coupling this complaint with the former ones, saw 
through the reverend gentleman s motive, and passed a strong vote of censure 
on the entire of his proceedings; but, at the suggestion bf the chairman 
deferred entering it on the books pending your investigation. As a furthe^ 
proof of the animus with which the reverend accuser is influenced, I beg to 
refer you to the letter of the Rev. Mr. Murphy, chaplain to the workhoufe a 
copy of which I send taken from the minute book, in which he apologizes for 
the unwarrantable charge brought by the Rev. Mr. Dilworth agK the 
guardians on a former occasion, and promises that all charges shall come from 
bim, as being the authorized chaplain. & om 

I beg also to call your attention to the characters given, as to the discharo-p nf 



The Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

Eugene O'Neill. 



Enclosures in foregoing Letter 
Enclosure 1.— Copy, 13 May 1843. 

thinh° nlD ?™ C!l h f e ™“ that the Rev ' Mr - Mlworth had differently shaped 

the observations entered by him in the chaplain’s book on the 30 th Aoril lL f 

obviate as much as possible any misunderstanding or confusion 
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in future, touching grievances or complaints, should occasion arise to make any, 
they are to be preferred by the legally recognized Roman Catholic chaplain, the 
Rev. T. Murphy. 

Enclosure 2.— In reference to the Extract from the Evidence of 
Mary Cotter. 

I attended the sick poor of the workhouse on Sunday ; went to Mitchelstown 
on the evening of said day, and was confined to bed by indisposition the greater 
part of Monday ; returned on Tuesday, and visited the sick at the usual hour ; 
asked the nurse-tenders how the patients in the fever wards were; they toldme they 
were well, and as I did not find myself perfectly recovered, did not deem it necessary 
or prudent to go through the wards. I was confirmed in this opinion on seeing 
the patients on the following day. When I was called professionally or other- 
wise from home, if any one got ill, or required medical attendance, the master, 
matron, nurse-tenders, were all aware they would not be at a loss for a medical 
gentleman, as two of the faculty, and the apothecary, a very intelligent gentleman, 
were ready at all times to attend when called on in my absence. 

Enclosure 3. — In reference to the Extract from the Evidence of 
the Rev. Mr. Dilworth. 

The patient, Brady, referred to in the evidence of the Rev. Mr. Dilworth, was 
sent from the Mitchelstown fever hospital to the workhouse ; on admission was 
labouring under debility alone, the consequence of fever, and required but time 
and nourishment to restore her ; she got in a few days after admission a slight 
cough, for which I blistered her, &c. &c. ; saw her, and spoke to her every day 
while in hospital, except on the occasion I was ill myself. There are 10 beds 
in the fever ward ; there was a patient in each ; there is ample accommodation 
for 12 patients in said ward. 

The Rev. D. Dilworth stated on evidence, his reason for removing the patient 
apart from the others was to hear her confession. 

Enclosure 4.- — Extract from the Evidence of Sarah Gallagher , in reference thereto. 

Peggy Foleys Case. 

On my return from my father’s on the 27th December (where I went to 
Christmas), found Peggy Foley slightly ill, and prescribed for her; she was 
safely delivered of a still-born child on the 25th December ; her case went on 
favourably for two days ; got worse on the 28th, and died on the 12th January 
of puerperal fever ; every possible attention was paid her, but to no effect; few 
recover from the above-named disease. If a medical assistant was wanting in 
my absence from the workhouse, the gentleman who attends for me, when called 
on, would have done so, if summoned ; one of the medical gentlemen who attends 
for me in my absence was at the workhouse on C-hristmas-day. 

Enclosure 5. — Referring to the Extract from the Evidence of Anne Murphy. 

Patrick Hennessy was admitted into the hospital on Saturday; was dying 
when admitted ; saw him on Saturday and Sunday, also on Tuesday, when he 
was moribund. 

In the case of Con Rowan, he had been labouring under disease of the heart 
for many years; was frequently in the workhouse hospital; his case was incurable; 
persons labouring under disease of the heart generally die suddenly ; was not 
sent, for, nor any deputy, to see Con Rowan. 



No. 6. — Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians of 4th February 1846, 
referred to in the foregoing Letter from the Medical Officer. 

Resolved, That on seeing on record a charge entered in the chaplain’s book 
on the 29th ultimo, by the Rev. Mr. Dilworth, accusing the doctor of want 
of attendance to a woman named Ellen Lane, who came into the house on the 
28th ultimo, we have this day investigated the charge, and are of opinion it 
has not been sustained, as the doctor attended here on the 28th at the usual 
hour, and also on the 29th, and that his deputy, Mr. O’Connor, attended this 
woman on the evening of the 28th, and he did not think she required medical 
relief. 

2 94- b 4 No. 7. 



No. 2859, D/46. 
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No. 3081, D/46. 
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No. 7. — Second Letter from the Medical Officer of the Workhouse to the 
Commissioners, dated 7 February 1846. 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 7 Februar} r 1846. 

I duly appreciate your kind courtesy in affording me an opportunity of 
rebutting the charges adduced by the Rev. Mr. Dilworth against me; I can 
assure you most solemnly that I have discharged the duties that devolved on me 
as medical attendant in the Fermoy workhouse to the best of my abilities, 
from the time I was appointed medical attendant to the present; every word 
I have stated to you in my report I can verify on oath, and that of others, if 
necessary. 

My situation asmedical attendant on the sick poor of the institution has not been, - 
I can assure you, a sinecure. I have made up my mind some months ago, which 
is unalterably fixed, of withdrawing as medical attendant on the poor-house here, 
but could not think of doing so since these unfounded charges were preferred 
against me. 

Need I say to gentlemen of your intelligence, how injurious it would be to 
a young medical practitioner to be removed from a public institution with the 
stigma of want of humanity and neglect of the sick poor on his character ? 
Waiting your decision, 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Eugene O'Neill , 



No. 8.— Communication from the Medical Officer of the Workhouse to the 
Commissioners, 8 February 1846. 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 8 February 1846. 

I beg to send a concise statement of the case of Peggy Foley, which, if you 
deem necessary, you can lay before any medical practitioner ; I intended to 
have sent the case with the other documents, but in the hurry of the moment 
omitted it. J 

. I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Eugene O’Neill. 



Statement annexed to preceding 



■L-euer. 



Peggy Poky, age 16, weak and feeble, was admitted to the hospital of the 
hermoy workhouse on 24th December 1845 ; was safely delivered of a still-born 
child on the following morning; labour natural ; complained on the third day 
after delivery of shivering, nausea, pain felt in the abdomen, increased on pres", 
f ur 5 E u ,. J°°> wcal; * toague white and dry, bowels costive, suppression of the 
lochial discharge, great prostration of strength; on the 29th and 30th these 
symptoms continued in a more aggravated form, with vomiting ; on the 31st 
December the patient was much relieved, and continued to improve until the 3d 
184 - 6 ’ W e e ra t r e case assumed a typhoid type, with constant and 
incessant purging fetid feces ; the latter symptoms continued to increase from 
3d January until the 12 th, when the patient sunk. 

nsHe re t tmC r adopt i ed m j¥ s . case — ™ the appearance of puerperal fever, the 
Sofrer Jtt- F,lrg ? edlcme ' whlch actei wel >i the pulse and constitution 
not permitting venesection, recourse was had to calomel in large doses ; from the 
commencement, fomentations, &c. See. Sec . ; this treatment succeeded in relieving' 

mrtfenfever e o ft 1 St l D -H ei T b<!r ’ Wl “ "' aS im P ro ™S “ ntil *he 3d Januaiy 
1846 when fever of typhoid character appeared, with constant purging o-eneral 

without’avad. 0 Sympt ° mS ’ f ° r whlch Agents, tonics, opiates, werefdlListered 



N °da*r8Vb“i^ 

D ivS : ,Dg a tetter reoeiTed by him from the Rev! 

gentlemen, Fermoy, 8 February 1846, 

I hpp- t0 l tp 6 t 3r ^ S Rev. Mr. Dilworth against me) 

I beg to enclose a letter I. received from him on last evening ; I feel ft right to 

forward 
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forward his letter to you ; .1 also feel it right to state to you, that I declined any 
interview with him, as I feel I could not honourably do so pending your decision. 

I have, &e. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Eugene O'Neill . 

Copy of Enclosure in preceding Letter. 

Sir, Laurel Hill, Sunday night. 

If you have the kindness to call on me to-morrow, or inform me where I 
could see you, I would feel obliged. 

I seek this interview to communicate to you a matter, perhaps, of some 
importance. 

I have, &c. 

Eugene O’Neill, m. d. D. Dilworth. 



No. 10 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Medical Officer of the Work- No. 3081, D/4.6, 
house, dated 10 February 1846 , in reference to his last Communication. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 10 February 1846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 8th instant, forwarding a communication addressed to you by 
the Rev. D. Dilworth. 

I have, &c. 

A . Moore, 

Eugene O’Neill, Esq., Fermoy. Chief Clerk. 



No. 11. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Medical Officer of the Work- 
house, 16 February 1846. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1 6 February 1 846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state for your information, 
that they have communicated with the Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union 
on the subject of the charges preferred against you by the Rev. Mr. Dilworth. 

I have, &c. 

Eugene O’Neill, Esq. A. Moore, 

Medical Officer of the Workhouse of the Chief Clerk. 

Fermoy Union, Fermoy. 




No. 12. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. D. Dilworth, 
16 February 1846. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 16 February 1846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state for your information, 
that they have communicated with the Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union 
on the subject of the charges preferred by you against Mr. Eugene O’Neill, the 
medical officer of the workhouse. 

I am at the same time to state, with regard to the charge contained in your 
letter of the 29th ultimo, that it. appears by minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians on the 4th instant, that you were under some misapprehension 
with respect to the facts of the case in question. 




The Rev. D. Dilworth, Fermoy. 



I have, &c. 

A. Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 
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No. 3890, D/46. No. 13 . — I jitter from the Rev. D. Dilworth to the Commissioners, 

17 February 1846. 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 17 February 1846. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, No. 2903, I beg leave to assure 
you, I was under no misapprehension with respect to the facts of the case to 
which I directed your attention in my letter of the 29th ultimo. I know nothing 
whatsoever of the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians with regard 
to that case ; and I call upon you now respectfully, but firmly, to afford 
me an opportunity of proving every particle of the charge contained in that 

letter. T , „ 

1 have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. D. Dilworth , c. v. 



No. 3890, D/46. 




No. 14. — Communication from the Commissioners to the Rev. D. Dilworth, 

25 February 1846. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 25 February 1846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 17th instant, in which you state that you know nothing of the 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union relating to the case 
referred to in your letter to the Commissioners on the 29 th ultimo. 

In reference thereto, I am to forward herewith for your information, a copy 
of a resolution passed at the meeting of the guardians on the 4th instant, which 
led the Commissioners to suppose that you were under some misapprehension as 

to the facts of the case. y, „ 

I have, &c. 

The Rev. D. Dilworth, Fermoy. A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 4088, D/46. No. 15.— Letter from the Medical Officer of the Workhouse to the 
Commissioners, 19 February 1846. 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 19 February 1846 . 

In reference to the charges lately made by the Rev. Mr. Dilworth against 
me, I beg to explain a statement I made to you, namely, “ that eight of the 
guardians who attended the investigation before the Assistant Commissioner 
had passed a strong vote of censure on the entire of the Rev. Mr. Dilworth’s 
proceedings, but at the suggestion of the chairman deferred entering it on the 
books pending your investigation.” The following is what literally occurred 
at the meeting of the Board on that day a strong vote of censure was pro- 
posed and seconded, which was concurred in by eight of the guardians who 
attended before the Assistant Commissioner ; at the suggestion of the chairman 
it was deferred pending your investigation. In expressing the word passed, a 
strong vote of censure, 1 did not imply, as must be evident, that such resolution 
was formally carried , or on the minutes of that day’s proceedings. 

I have, &c. 

Eugene O'Neill, 

ihe Poor Law Commissioners. Medical Officer, Fermoy Union. 



No. 4088, D/46. No. 1 6 . — Letter from tile Commissioners to the Medical Officer of the 
Workhouse, 24 February 1846. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
® lr > 24 February 1846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 19th instant, explaining an expression used in a former com- 
munication relating to certain proceedings of the guardians of the Fermoy 
Union, in reference to the Rev. Mr. Dilworth. 

I have, &c. 

r, A. Moore, 

Eugene O Neill, Esq., Medical Officer of the Chief Clerk 

Workhouse of the Fermoy Union. 



No. 17. 
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No. 17.— Letter from the Rev. JD. Dilworth to the Commissioners, 

2 March 1846. 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 2 March 1846. 

I duly received your letter of the 25th ultimo, referring to a resolution of the 
Fermoy Board of Guardians, from which you infer that I was under some mis- 
apprehension as to the case of Ellen Lane, she having been attended by the 
doctor s deputy, Mr. O’Connor. J 

la reply to that part of your eommuaicatioa, I beg to state, that I understood 
the case tully, being quite aware that Mr. O’Connor, the apothecary of the 
house, attended her, as I requested him to do, in the absence of the doctor or his 
deputy. What I wished to convey, when I stated she was not attended by the 
doctor or his deputy, I repeat, and reference to the evidence taken by Mr. Burke, 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, as well as to the doctor’s letter of a subse- 
quent date, will show, that Dr. E. O’Neill, when declaring that in his absence 
Ca gentlemen had consented to act as his deputies, named Dr. John 

0 Neill and Dr. Garde, the latter of whom, I may take this opportunity of in- 
forming you, has not resided within 20 miles of Fermoy for the last two years. 

Having heard your decision on the question of the doctor’s inattention to the 
duties of the hospital, read. in the board-room, the fact of my not having received 
an official intimation of it is. now a matter of indifference to me ; but, gentlemen, 

1 do complain of the excessive want of sympathy for the sick poor shown by 

that decision. r J 

To show that I do not so complain without sufficient grounds, permit me to 
recapitulate, as briefly as possible, the leading facts proved before Mr. Burke. 

1st. That the doctor did not visit the hospital from the 24th to the 29th of 
December last, during which time about 80 patients, labouring under various 
diseases, had no medical attendance whatsoever. 

. 2d. That from the llth to the 14th of January last, the hospital was nearly 
m the same way neglected. 

3d. That on the 13th of January, though the doctor paid a hurried visit to 
the surgery, he did not condescend to visit the fever wards (situated in the 
same building) which at the time contained over 20 persons labouring under 
typhus fever, who were not seen by any doctor or apothecary from Sunday to 

4th. That one of the said fever patients, who had been admitted either after 
the doctor s visit, on Sunday or on Monday, was prescribed for by him on 
Tuesday, without his ever having seen her ; and at the same time he described 
her disease as typhus fever. 

5th. That a woman who was in the hospital for six weeks, the only one who 
could be found to depose to the doctor’s kindness and attention, swore he never 
felt her pulse for the entire time. 

6th.. That a man, who was confined to hospital for 10 weeks with sore eyes, 
for which he was blistered five times, swore that during his entire illness the 
doctor never once visited him. 

7th. That it was satisfactorily shown by the evidence of the master that there 
were 82 persons in hospital on the 14th of January, yet the doctor could only 
show 37 on his books. 

.1 need not inform you that these and several other facts were clearly esta- 
blished, but I may assure you they form only a part of what ought to have been 
proved. 

I do not seek, gentlemen, at your hands a re-investigation of the matter, 
reserving to myself, however, the right of bringing the subject under the notice 
of the Secretary of State ; but, in justice to the poor in the workhouse, I call 
upon you to ask Captain Collis, the Vice-chairman of the Board, who visited the 
fever wards with me on the 14th January, whether he was not fully satisfied, by 
inquiries made in presence of the doctor, that he (the doctor) had never once felt 
the pulse of any one of the patients (over 20) then in fever. Though no corro- 
boration of any statement made by Captain Collis could be required by : any one 
who knows him, I call upon you to refer to the chairman and the other guar- 
dians who attended the Board on the 14th January last, whether the doctor did 
not, on the return of Captain Collis from the hospital, admit that he had not 
felt the pulse of any one then in fever, which he justified by asserting it was 
not necessary to do so. • 

2 94- D Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, with the facts referred to above as proved before you, you decided 
that, under the circumstances, the doctor’s neglect was not culpable. 

I will not here comment on this decision ; but you must permit me to con- 
trast it with the verdict of a court martial held in India, before whom an 
hospital mate or apothecary was convicted of drunkenness, and sentenced to 
six months’ official suspension and loss of pay ; — but, gentlemen, you must 
permit me further to contrast your indecision with Sir C. Napier’s decisiveness : 
when the finding and sentence of the court were submitted to him, as Com- 
mander-in-chief, he desired the re-assembly of the court, and ordered them to 
re-consider the case. He recommended them to bear in mind the fact, that the 
lives of the soldiers in hospital were endangered by the drunkenness of the 
apothecary. He called upon them to test the case by the golden rule of acting 
for the sick and helpless soldier, as they would in their own cases if invalided ; 
and if they were of opinion that a drunkard should not be entrusted with com- 
pounding medicine for themselves, they ought not to be parties to a proceeding 
which would again place the lives of their fellow soldiers in his keeping. What 
was the consequence ? The court thanked Sir C. Napier for the manner in 
which he placed the matter before them, and dismissed the apothecary. It is 
not with the hope of a similar result I ask you, gentlemen, if yourselves or 
any member of your families were suffering under typhus fever, and that your 
physician did not visit for four days, or if he prescribed without having seen 
you, as in one case, or if he had not felt your pulse during a six weeks’ fever, 
as in another — (it will be seen I refer here only to the cases given in evi- 
dence) — would you, I ask, continue to employ him ? — But, alas ! a high autho- 
rity has declared it in Ireland — there is one law for the rich, and another for 
the poor. 

I had intended to make a few remarks on a letter I heard read in the board- 
room, which purported to be an explanation of evidence ; but I find I have net 
sufficient space in this sheet ; however, I will write to you by the next post on 
that subject. In the meantime, T . 

J I have, &c. ». 

The Poor Law Commissioners. D. Dilworth c. v. 



N**. 4927, D/46. No. 18 .— Second Letter from the Rev. D. Dilworth to the Commissioners, 
dated 2 March 1846, enclosing a Letter addressed to him by the Chairman of 
the Board of Guardians, 

Gentlemen, Fermoy, 2 March 1846. 

Iv my letter of this morning I promised to make a few remarks on a letter 
I merely heard read at a meeting of guardians at the Fermoy workhouse, on 
the 18 th ultimo. 

That letter purported to be an explanatory statement made by Dr. E. O’Neill 
of certain portions of evidence given by me before Mr. Burke, Assistant Poor 
Law Commissioner, and so satisfactory did it appear to you, that without any 
further reference you founded your decision on that statement. 

. -Permit me, gentlemen, to call your attention to certain allegations contained 
m that letter. Independently of a large portion of personal abuse of me, which 
I pass unnoticed, as being in no way connected with the merits of the case, it 
is asserted, if my memory serves me right, first, that a medical gentleman 
attended on behalf of the doctor on Christmas-day ; secondly, that the guar- 
dians, at their meeting on the 4th ultimo, felt themselves called upon to pass a 
strong vote of censure on me for my conduct in this matter. I will leave you, 
gentlemen, to pronounce on those assertions. The hospital books clearly show 
that no medicine was prescribed on Christmas-day ; the resident officers are 
ready to prove that the sick were not visited by any physician on Christmas- 
day^ With regard to the alleged vote of censure, I send herewith a letter 
received by me from the chairman of the Board of Guardians, stating that 
no such vote was either put from the chair or passed. 

I am not versed in the laws of evidence, but it strikes me that the chair- 
man s note completely disproves one of the allegations referred to, and I pledge 
my reputation to establish the utter falsity of the other. 

I take leave of this subject for the present, 

And have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, D. Dilworth, c. v. 

CoFY 
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Copy of Enclosure in preceding Letter. 

Dear Sir, Fermoy, 28 February 1846. 

I this day received your letter of yesterday’s date, desiring to be informed 
« whether a vote of censure was passed on you for your conduct in connexion 
with the late charges brought against the medical officer of the Fermoy 
workhouse.” 

In answer, I beg leave to inform you that no such resolution was either 
passed or put from the chair. 

I am, 8tc. 

Rev. D. Dilworth, r. c.c. Thomas Dennehy. 

Fermoy. 



No. 19. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. D. Dilworth, No. 4759, D/46. 

10 March 1846. Wo. 49*7* D/46. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 10 March 1846. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your letters of the 2d 
instant on the subject of the recent inquiry into the conduct of Mr. O’Neill, 
the medical officer of the workhouse of the Fermoy Union, and adverting to the 
resolution passed at the meeting of the Board of Guardians on the 4th ultimo, in 
reference to a charge entered in the chaplain’s book on the 29th January last. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire me to express their regret that you should 
have been dissatisfied with their decision in reference to the charges brought 
against Mr. O’Neill ; but the Commissioners do not doubt that you will upon 
reflection perceive that they cannot be expected to enter into an argumentative 
discussion with you on the subject. 

The Commissioners do not dispute your good intentions ; but they think that 
the tone of your letter of the 2d instant, first received in this office, was disre- 
spectful, when regarded as proceeding from the officiating chaplain of a work- 
house, towards those who are placed over him in a relation of official super- 
intendence. 

The Commissioners entertain equal sympathy with you for the sick poor ; 
but you must be prepared to expect that the same written evidence may produce 
a different impression on others from that which the perusal of it may have left 
on your own mind. 

I have, &c. 

A. Moore , 

The Rev. D. Dilworth, Fermoy. Chief Clerk. 



V. — Copy of any Order, Minute or Decision made by .the Poor Law No. 2903, D/46. 
Commissioners on the subject-matter of said Inquiry. 



Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 16 February 1846. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 16 February 1846. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward herewith, for the 
information of the Board of Guardians of the Fermoy Union, a copy of the 
evidence taken before Mr. Burke, Assistant Commissioner, on the 27th ultimo, 
on the inquiry into charges preferred by the Rev. D. Dilworth, against Mr. 

Eugene O’Neill, the medical officer of the workhouse. 

I am at the same time to forward other copies of certain portions of the 
evidence, transmitted to Mr. O’Neill for his explanation, together with copies 
of the explanations received from that gentleman in reply. 

The Commissioners, after carefully considering the evidence and the statement jjj 
of Mr. O’Neill, are of opinion that no intentional neglect has been proved Encfo s °‘ r 5> an </ 
against him. "''^'-'■'-£5^^ 

Still the arrangements made by Mr. O’Neill for ensuring the attendance of 
some medical gentleman in case he was unavoidably prevented from visiting 
294. the 
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the workhouse do not, in the opinion of the Commissioners, appear to have been 
sufficiently definite and precise. 

The Commissioners suggest that he should be required to name to the Board 
of Guardians, and specify the residence, of some legally qualified medical prac- 
titioner, to whom application for attendance may be made in the case of Mr. 
O’Neill’s absence from home, or any unavoidable hindrance to his personai 
attendance. r 

The Commissioners would also suggest, that the name and residence of such 
medical practitioner should be notified by the Board of Guardians to the master 
of the workhouse, and Mr. O’Neill should be requested, when he proposes to 
leave home for more than a day, to acquaint the master with his intention. 

The Commissioners desire further to state, that the master and matron (and 
not the nurse) are the parties on whom the responsibility rests, either from their 
own observation, or on the suggestion of the nurse or other person, of sending 
for the medical officer to attend a sick pauper in the workhouse, although it is 
undoubtedly the duty of the nurse to inform the master, or, in his absence the 
matron, if any pauper appears to the nurse to require such attendance. 



The Clerk of the Board of Guardians 
of the Fermoy Union. 



I have, &c. 

.4. Moore , 

Chief Clerk. 
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Page 10. 



Page 10. 



said to exist in the management of the hospital of the workhouse, I have to 
inform you that it is my intention to attend at the board-room of the workhouse, 
Fermoy, at 12 o’clock, on Tuesday the 27th of January instant, to inquire into 
the matters complained of, of which you will please to inform all parties con- 
cerned. , 

1 am, &c. 

Joseph Burke , 

Francis Johnston, Esq. Assistant Commissioner. 

Clerk of the Union, Fermoy. 

The clerk of the union gave in a list, marked (A.), of the persons whom he 
noticed to attend the inquiry. 

The Rev. D. Dilworth, Dr. O’Neill, the medical attendant, and Mr. O’Connor, 
the apothecary of the workhouse, and the guardians on the list annexed' 
attended the inquiry, marked (B.) 



The examination of the Rev. Daniel Dilworth, who, being duly sworn, saith, 
that he is one of the curates of the Very Rev. J. Murphy, who is Roman 
Catholic chaplain of the workhouse, and for whom deponent is in the habit of 
acting ; was called on Tuesday the 13th instant to attend a patient in the fever 
ward of the hospital ; on proceeding to the fever ward he found so many in it 
that he had to order the patient, whom he, deponent, was called to attend, to be 
taken out of it; after having attended to the patient referred to, deponent, 
on making inquiry, learned that this woman was not visited by the doctor 
since the previous Sunday, and she stated that the doctor never spoke to her, 
although she was three weeks in hospital. The next day was board-day, and 
deponent made his report to the Board of Guardians of the circumstance: 
deponent informed the chaplain on the evening before, who told him that such 
neglect should not pass unnoticed, and that it was the duty of the master to 
report it to the Commissioners ; deponent then said, he would not put such 
an odious duty on the master, and that he, deponent, would take it on himself 

rennS 01 ^ h i^ mat !- r f t0 T,- the £ oard ° f Guardians - Deponent, before making his 
P , 5 , d to , himself, came on the following morning to the two fever 
ards, and ask dd the patients in presence of the nurses, when they were visited 
7 h ^ , d ° Ctor ; aU , the Puente, except one man, who said he did not know 
when he saw the doctor, said they were not visited by the doctor since the 

f 7 l A 3 T e ° f , tie P atients said that when the doctor did visit 
hem he kept at a distance from them, never felt their pulse, or spoke a word to 

h^STif the a dortfr Wh ? he J did not know when the doctor visited 

“ Oil r ^ him sluce Sunday, the nurse-tender, who was by, said, 

he t d ’ h dld " Slt y0U smce Sunda y-” Deponent immediately said, that 
bv the Rrlrf The nurse-tender was dismissed the same day 

by the Board. After having made the report, deponent was goino- away but on 

r ?i U T d ’ in ° rder that s “ d any remark be mad? on his report 

it w? ght St i ate t t, aC he made tllat re P ort without charging any person and^hat 

L™cT du ^ t0 d ° s “' “ d £«£ SSeStoB on 

Tcto m;tfc«L- CCOr f y cam u e before tbe Board and stated s°; ‘he 
aoctor met that assertion of deponent by stating that the charge was made f™ 

p tty malice and personal spleen, or words to that effect. The^ gentleman whom 

IZTuZLZ T rt y ’ and to , wh r ba told the circuTtance aSd |SS£ 

bn tonlr ■ P . . h - m e tter t0 , the Board of Guardians, was not a guardian 

tell the o- tl ^ lnt , erest m workhouse, and deponent does not feel^bound to 

(signed) D. Dilworth, c. v. 
Sworn before me this 27th January 1846, 

Joseph Burke, 

Assistant Commissioner. 

» J^tenteto the“ tfZ\ W ?°’ bein S dld y •»**. that she was a 

the fever patients recEl Z l’ T ^ ™ S “ the habit of adding 
Dilworth came to’visit Mrs. Brady, a ’ patienf.'n *e tvt hoTpi^ 
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